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Data 
· images, quotes & screenshots of articles.

The data is organized as follows:

1. Lindsey Graham own communication from
a. Official campaign site (lindseygraham.com)
i. Slogans, text & images
b. Official social media accounts (Facebook & Twitter)
c. Body language on debates (CNN undercard 15 th. Dec 2015)
2. Media on Lindsey Graham
a. Articles, comments


The complete list of data used in the analysis is to be found in the paper itself (endnote bibliography).





1. From Lindsey Graham campaign site:
 http://www.lindseygraham.com/



Message in slogan
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Personal Characteristic
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a﷒ Facebook Promotion
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b. Twitter Activity
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Communicated Body Language         
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“So to the Chinese. When it comes to dealing with me, you’ve got a clenched fist or an open hand. You pick. The party’s over to all the dictators. Make me commander-in-chief and this crap stops.”

Lindsey Graham: 'Make me commander in chief and this crap stops' (2015, October 28). Retrieved January 14, 2016, from http://www.politico.com/video/2015/10/lindsey-graham-make-me-commander-in-chief-and-this-crap-stops-030899 

2. Media on Lindsey Graham and his political message and rhetorical performance

Huffington Post
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Weigant, C. (2015, June 3). The Foreign Policy Candidates: Lindsey Graham and Lincoln Chafee. Retrieved January 4, 2016, from http://www.huffingtonpost.com/chris-weigant/the-foreign-policy-candid_b_7507252.html 



Huffington Post
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Schulberg, J. (2015, August 23). Lindsey Graham: 'The Whole World Is A Battlefield And Radical Islam Is Everywhere' Retrieved January 12, 2016, from http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/lindsey-graham-radical-islam_55d9d6a4e4b0a40aa3ab386e?utm_hp_ref=lindsey-graham 











CNN
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Jaffe, A. (2015, June 1). Lindsey Graham presidential bid bets on foreign policy - CNNPolitics.com. Retrieved January 13, 2016, from http://edition.cnn.com/2015/06/01/politics/lindsey-graham-presidential-announcement-election-2016/ 
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Easley, J. (2015, June 1). Lindsey Graham runs on national security. Retrieved January 6, 2016, from http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/presidential-races/243699-graham-runs-on-national-security 




Washington Post
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Lindsey Graham's ambitious patriotism. (2015, June 1). Retrieved January 11, 2016, from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/a-call-for-team-building/2015/06/01/91405ad2-0894-11e5-95fd-d580f1c5d44e_story.html


Washington Post
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Bump, P. (2015, December 15). Put Lindsey Graham in the main debate against Donald Trump already! Retrieved January 4, 2016, from https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2015/12/15/put-lindsey-graham-in-the-main-debate-against-donald-trump-already/




















The State
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Schram, M. (2015, December 17). Martin Schram: Lindsey Graham's powerful debate performance most missed. Retrieved January 4, 2016, from http://www.thestate.com/opinion/op-ed/article50305345.html 


National Review
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Alberta, T., & Levinson, A. (2015, December 15). Lindsey Graham Puts on a Show in Vegas, Then Calls on Low-Polling Candidates to Drop Out. Retrieved January 12, 2016, from http://www.nationalreview.com/article/428585/lindsey-graham-wins-gop-undercard-debate 
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Securing Our Nation

‘We need a president who is prepared to be Commander in Chief on Day One. Our nation faces grave threats at home and in every region of
the globe. Radical Islam is on the rise, and authoritarian leaders in Russia and China perpetrate their aggressions with impunity. Our allies
distrust us and our enemies have no reason to respect or fear us. We need a president who understands the complex threats we face, has a
clear and coherent strategy for addressing them, and will restore strong American leadership as a stabilizing force that reduces the chaos
and conflict that currently engulf so much of the world. As president, Lindsey Graham would ensure we have the capability, the capacity,

and the will to preserve our security and our values at home and abroad.
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Securing Our Future

National security and economic security are inextricably linked. A strong, prosperous, growing economy enables our nation to project
leadership worldwide and effectively address the range of security threats we face. By the same token, a strong national defense preserves
our liberties and ensures that every American has the opportunity to achieve economic success and pursue a higher quality of life. These
opportunities must extend to all Americans, not just to a privileged few. As president, Lindsey Graham would pursue the policies and
provide the leadership to ensure a growing economy and middle class.

Securing Our Values

America was built upon the fundamental notions that life and liberty are sacred and inalienable rights. Our limited, constitutional
government was designed to protect these rights. We need a president who will uphold the sanctity of life, defend our right to keep and
bear arms, and preserve the liberties and traditional values upon which this country was founded. As president, Lindsey Graham will
vigorously defend these core values and ensure that America remains a shining city on a hill.
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Multimedia

A fighter who doesn't back down from a challenge. A conservative who gets things done. A leader who
puts our country above all.
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Graham Joins Fox News And Fox Business To
Discuss The Latest On San Bernardino And
The #GrahamPlan to Defeat Radical Islam

December 5, 2015

IN THE NEWS

Graham: “If I Were President, [ISIL Would] Be Small, Poor And On The Run.” (The
Intelligence Report, “Lindsey Graham: Worried over ISIS using Visa system,” FOX
Business, 12/4,/15) “Here’s the problem: the enemy uses the same mechanisms as
everybody else... They tap into the Internet; they tap into email systems and telephone
systems. That's the problem ... Continue reading
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On NBC’s Meet The Press, Graham Says
“[Isolationism Is] Giving Way To A More
Muscular Foreign Policy I’m Advocating”

December 7, 2015

IN THE NEWS

Graham: “If I Were President I Would Set [Budget Cuts To Military And Intel] Aside.
(Meet the Press, “Graham: 9/11 Style ISIS Attack Coming to America,” NBC, 12/6/15)
“[Obama’s] overwhelmed by radical Islam in general. He doesn’t have a strategy to
destroy ISIL” ‘I just came back from Iraq. It was my 36th trip. Here’s what I ... Continue
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Graham On CNN New Day: “You Know How
You Make America Great Again? Tell Donald
Trump To Go To Hell”

December 8, 2015

IN THE NEWS

Graham: “Trump’s A Race-Baiting, Xenophobic, Religious Bigot. He Doesn't Represent
My Party. He Doesn't Represent The Values That The Men And Women Who Wear The
Uniform Are Fighting For” (New Day, “Graham: Trump is a ‘race-baiting, xenophobic’
bigot” CNN, 12/8/15) Camerota: “What Is Your Reaction To Hearing What Donald
Trump Says?” Graham: “Disgusted” “He’s Putting Our Soldiers And Diplomats ...
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What They’re Saying About The CNN Debate:
“Put Lindsey Graham In The Main Debate
Against Donald Trump Already!”

December 18, 2015

IN THE NEWS

“Graham Should Be In The Main Debate” (Philip Bump, “Put Lindsey Graham in the
main debate against Donald Trump already!” Washington Post, 12/15/15) “If You Were
‘Watching The Debate Among The “Undercard” Republican Presidential Candidates
Tuesday, You May Have Caught Sen. Lindsey Graham's Fiery Performance” (Staff, “GOP
candidate Lindsey Graham, making a point: ‘Bring on the virgins!,” Palm ... Continue
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GRAHAM NATIONAL SECURITY AGENDA OVERVIEW | Lindsey Graham for Pr...

Read the November 2015 update to this plan here. *| am ready to be Gommander in
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Lindsey Graham @ LindseyGrahamSC - 16. dec. 2015
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Kevin Madden @KevinMaddenDC - 15. dec. 2015

Lindsey Graham passing the presidential character test with flying
colors.
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Lindsey Graham

Lindsey Graham has been one of the strongest proponents in Washington for the use
of American military power overseas, for quite some time. He rivals John McCain, in
fact, in his advocacy for the use of military force, and is quite comfortable stating his
ESN  vosition on any and all Sunday political talk shows which wil have him (which is a lot,

it should be mentioned). This has given him a national prominence, which is
spotlighted whenever questions of war arise.

Graham, unlike some other Republican hawks, can at least state that he has served in
the military. He recently retired from the Air Force reserves with the rank of colonel,
due to hitting the mandatory retirement age. He has never actually been on the front

oa lines of a war, since he was commissioned straight out of college as a Judge Advocate
officer (a military lawyer, in other words). Stll, this is more actual military experience
2 than many Republicans these days can claim, so Graham has to be given some credit

for his military service among those who have never served at all.
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To Republican presidential candidate Lindsey Graham, Saturday's thwarted attack
by Moroccan gunman Ayoub el-Khazani, who traveled to Syria to fight last year, is
evidence that the U.S. needs to ramp up its efforts in the fight against terrorism.

“The whole world is a battlefield and radical Islam is everywhere,” the senator from
South Carolina said on "Fox News Sunday."

On Saturday, 25-year-old el-Khazani opened fire on a Paris-bound train, but was
quickly tackled and subdued by a group of passengers, including two U.S.
servicemen. When asked if the thwarted attack shows that the U.S. should limit
passports to people from “certain regions” where radical Islam is more
concentrated, Graham answered affirmatively.

“Absolutely. | think we need to be a nation at war,” said Graham, referring to the
fight against the Islamic State. “We're letting our defenses down. We're not acting
like we're at war anymore. We're acting like we're trying to fight a crime. It's going
to come back to bite us.”

If elected, Graham says he will deploy a “surge” of 10,000 U.S. ground troops to
Iraq and Syria. Though a significant escalation from President Barack Obama's
current strategy of relying primarily on U.S. airstrikes and support to local Iraqi and
Syrian fighters, skeptics doubt that 10,000 ground troops would have a game-
changing effect on the conflict, noting that after the 2007 surge in Iraq, there were
over 150,000 U.S. servicemen on the ground.

Though Graham dismissed the current president as a “novice” commander in





image36.png
to come back to bite us.”

If elected, Graham says he will deploy a “surge” of 10,000 U.S. ground troops to
Iraq and Syria. Though a significant escalation from President Barack Obama's
current strategy of relying primarily on U.S. airstrikes and support to local Iraqi and
Syrian fighters, skeptics doubt that 10,000 ground troops would have a game-
changing effect on the conflict, noting that after the 2007 surge in Iraq, there were
over 150,000 U.S. servicemen on the ground.

Though Graham dismissed the current president as a “novice” commander in
chief, he accused fellow Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump of
having a plan to defeat the Islamic State that is “worse than Obama’s.”

“Here is what Mr. Trump says: Go to Iraq and Syria and take their oil, use it for our
benefit. Not only will that not destroy ISIL, that will turn everybody in Iraq and Syria
against us and be a great recruiting boon for ISIL,” said Graham, using the
administration’s preferred term for the Islamic State. “I don't think a plan like that is
worthy of the commander in chief."

MORE: Lindsey Graham, 2016, Elections 2016, Isil, Islamic State, Isis
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Graham bets on foreign experience in
White House bid announcement

') By Alexandra Jaffe, CNN
3P © Updated 2250 GMT (0550 HKT) June 1, 2015 | Video Source: CNN
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Story highlights Washington (CNN)—Lindsey Graham is running for

president because, he says, "the world is falling apart."
Lindsey Graham hopes to run for president on
his foreign policy credentials. And if Americans are looking for a commander-in-chief, the

Graham trails the GOP pack badly, polling at South Carolina senator believes he's it.
just 19 in some surveys.

Graham, who told CNN last month he's been "more right

than wrong on foreign policy," announced his presidential
bid in his hometown of Central, South Carolina, on Monday. He hopes that his track record on
foreign affairs will give him the advantage in a wide-open primary fight.

"I want to be President to defeat the enemies trying to kill us, not just penalize them or criticize them
or contain them, but defeat them," he said at his kickoff event

The timing could not be better for Graham, a national security hawk announcing his candidacy on
the day a key provision of the Patriot Act expired in large part because of Sen. Rand Paul, another
Republican running for president. He becomes the 9th Republican to enter the field.

Related: What happens now that Patriot Act provisions have expired?
Paul and Graham are foils in their party and represent an internal struggle for the soul of the GOP.

But Graham still barely registers in the polls. A Quinnipiac University survey out last week gave him
1%, and he did just 1% better than that in an April CNN/ORC nationwide poll
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Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.) entered the crowded field of Republican presidential candidates on
Monday, presenting himself to GOP primary voters as the pre-eminent spokesman for the party's

foreign policy hawks.

“I have one simple message,” Graham said from his hometown of Central, S.C. | have more
experience with our national security than any other candidate.”
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The three-term senator will be seeking to
influence the GOP presidential primaries, even if
he does not emerge as the party’s nominee. His
worldview is the opposite of Sen. Rand Paul's
(R-Ky.) isolationist outiook.

But to exert any kind of significant influence,
‘Graham will first have to make it onto the debate
stage — he is by no means assured to do so.

“The path for him just to make it into the top 10
and get into the debates is going to be very
tough,” said Republican strategist Matt
Mackowiak.

Fox News and CNN are capping the number of
candidates for their first debates at 10, based on

national polling numbers. Graham is currently on the outside looking in, barely registering in most

national polls.

He is tied for 12th in the latest Quinnipiac University national survey released last week, taking 1
percent support. He's outside of the top 14 in the RealClearPolitics average of polls, trailing long
shots like Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal and businesswoman Carly Fiorina.

And even with his foreign policy experience — Graham on Monday cited his time on the Senate
Armed Service Committee, his service as a reserve officer in the U.S. Air Force and countless
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CHINA REJECTS US STANCE
ON NUCLEAR TEST

China rebuffed on Friday a US claim that Beiing's
‘approach to the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
has failed, saying the key to solving the Korean
Peninsula nuclear issue does ot i with China.

"The cause and crux of the Korean Peninsula issue
does not lie with China, nor does the key to solving the
issue," Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
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WHATEVER YOU think of Sen. Lindsey O. Graham (R-8.C.), it’s hard to
accuse him of failing to speak his mind. That's part of the reason his
presidential campaign, which he officially announced Monday, is a long-shot
bid. But it also means that there will be an assertive voice on the GOP stage
pushing for muscular foreign policy and cooperation with Democrats to

advance the national interest.

“Lam ready to be commander in chief on Day One,” Mr. Graham said in his
announcement speech, which focused almost exclusively on foreign affairs
and national security. Stressing his 33 years of service as an Air Force lawyer,
which took him into the United States’ major combat zones over the past
decade, Mr. Graham vowed to keep the country’s armed forces strong and its
enemies weak. “As president, I will make them small, poor and on the run,”
he said of the Islamic State.

This is not a sudden turn for Mr. Graham, who has demanded over the years
that the United States see through its entanglements in Afghanistan and Iraq,
stand up to Russian aggression in Eastern Europe and engage earlier and

‘more forcefully in Syria, which might have prevented some of the horror now
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Mr. Graham'’s passion can lead him to stray into hyperbole. “We live in the
‘most dangerous times imaginable,” he said on Fox News in 2013, reflecting
his habit of painting foreign events in which U.S. interests are at stake as
direct and dire threats to the homeland. The policy results, such as his
opposition to closing the Guantanamo Bay prison, can be too extreme. Even
5o, his clear focus on promoting U.S. engagement in the Middle East and
beyond will counterbalance those in the GOP race trying to steer the party in
an isolationist direction.

Mr. Graham will have an easier time selling Republican primary voters on
‘maintaining American strength than he will defending his record on domestic
policy. He noted Monday that he believes in lean government, and he
promised to promote “social conservative values without apology.” He
opposes same-sex marriage and often talks about the importance of faith in
his life. But he has been a strong advocate for sensible immigration reform, he
openly grants that humans are driving climate change and he worked with
Democrats on policy to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions. He has taken these
sorts of stands even though they were sure to draw strong GOP primary
opposition, which he got in his reelection campaign last year.
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Worse for his presidential ambitions, Mr. Graham continues to promote the
heretical notion that the parties can and should cooperate. “I want to be
president to help us build a future greater than our amazing past, and I'll
work with anyone to o it,” he said Monday. “To my friends in the other party
... you're not my enemy, you're my fellow countrymen.” Mr. Graham doesn’t
spare President Obama much criticism, often attacking him on foreign policy
with as sharp an edge as Ted Cruz employs against Democrats. But Mr.
Graham was also one of the few GOP senators eager to work with the
president when he entered the Oval Office.

Mr. Graham'’s form of ambitious patriotism may not be what Republicans are
seeking. But he has earned their attention.

‘Read more on this topic:
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Put Lindsey Graham in the main debate against
Donald Trump already!

A 8 ®6
By Philip Bump = 3 @l]c mllﬁl]ingtﬂn 1[]0§t
When former New York governor George Pataki was asked during the CNN The Washington Post is the
undercard debate about Donald Trump's remark that Bowe Bergdahl should #1 pl‘im and online media
be executed, Sen. Lindsey Graham could be heard laughing off-camera. source for opinion leaders

inside the beltway.

‘When he got the chance to address the issue. Graham was direct. "Mr. Trump,
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When he got the chance to address the issue. Graham was direct. "Mr. Trump,
you don't have to speak about everything," he said, looking into the camera.

"It's not required."

That curt dismissal of the guy polling 38 times better than him came after an
hour-plus of Graham having dominated everyone who was in the room with
him. In a debate focused on foreign policy, Graham came off as the only one
who had confidence in what he was saying, The other candidates used him as
sounding board as much as they offered their own ideas; the moderators used

him as a temperature check.

t available
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In part that's because of Graham's military service and history of active
participation in foreign policy issues. But it's also because he was the most
spirited person on stage. Whether Graham came prepared with all of the one-
liners or whether they were purely off the cuff, he had some doozies.

"I'm not afraid of a guy riding around on a horse without a shirt," he said of
Russian president Vladimir Putin. The Islamic State would be dancing in the
street at Trump's comments, he said, except that the Islamic State prohibits
dancing. "Princess Buttercup would not like this!," he yelped, criticizing Ted
Cruz by way of a character in his favorite movie, "The Princess Bride." "As to
women [in the military]? If you want to kill terrorists," he assured the
bellicose ladies in the audience, "I'm your man."

Simply put, Graham was in a different league. We use Google search data as a
way of checking interest in the candidates in real time -- and no one
generated as much interest as the senator from South Carolina. It peaked
when he was talking about his military experience.
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Martin Schram: Lindsey Graham’s powerful

debate performance most missed

HIGHLIGHTS
Lindsey Graham stole show at Tuesday’s GOP debates

Tragically most people didn't see him because of networks’ colossal mistake in weeding out candidates

There's still time to fix the debate setup before the first votes are cast = M"
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Sen Lindsey Graham speaks during the first of two Republican presidential primary debates on Tuesday. RUTH
I .
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The fifth and final Republican presidential debate of 2015 produced more than a few
revelations about the campaign’s political actors — both the candidates and the journalists
who cover them.

The most stunning revelation Tuesday stemmed from one candidate’s surprisingly powerful
performance. And the realization that it also laid bare, for all to see: a major, ongoing
‘mistake by TV’s unimaginative news deciders that perhaps has irreparably altered the
crowded GOP nomination race.

The night's most compelling performance was delivered
by Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina — and we
soon realized that despite his steady delivery and
persuasive arguments, his attacks on Donald Trump
would probably have little influence on the GOP front-
runner or any others near the top of the pack. That's
because Graham wasn't allowed to do his debating
anywhere near the front-runners. Martin Schram MBR - MCT

Graham

was one of four Republican presidential
GOPUNDERCARD' DEBATE TAKESGLOOMYTONE  110pcul who were consigned to a not-yet-

ready-for-primetime setting because their

ratings in the polls were below a threshold

established not by Republican Party elders
but by CNN’s news deciders. The primetime debate began at 8:30 p.m. Eastern time and
was seen by 18 million viewers, making it the third-most-watched debate in presidential

primary history.
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But Graham, who is one of the most influential members of the Senate, was consigned to
debate on the undercard with former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, former Arkansas
Gov. Mike Huckabee and former New York Gov. George Pataki. Their debate, which started
at 6 p.m., was viewed by an estimated 5.7 million people, less than one-third of the
primetime audience.

[
THENIGHT'S MOST COMPELLING PERFORMANCE WAS DELIVERED BY SEN. LINDSEY GRAHAM.

While most working Americans were still on the job or stuck in traffic, Graham delivered the
sort of bold truth-telling that deserved to have been made face-to-face with Trump, who had
urged a temporary ban on the immigration of all Muslims into the U.S.

“Donald Trump has done the one single thing you cannot do — declare war on Islam itself,”
said Graham, who has made 36 trips to the Mideast. “ISIL (an acronym used for the Islamic
State group) would be dancing in the streets ... (except they don’t) believe in dancing. This is
a coup for them. And to all of our Muslim friends throughout the world, like the King of
Jordan and the President of Egypt, I am sorry. He does not represent us. ... Declaring war on
the religion only helps ISIL. ... it's the worst possible thing he could do in this war. He clearly
doesn’t understand this war and how to win it.”

Graham also boldly attacked what he called the “isolationist” proposals of Sens. Ted Cruz of
‘Texas and Rand Paul of Kentucky — but they weren't there to debate him, either.

In contrast, former Florida Gov. Jeb! Bush finally found the campaign mojo worthy of his
exclamation point when he confronted Trump face-to-face. If Tuesday’s debate were Bush's
onlv dehate of the camnaion. he'd he un there with the front-runners. just as most pols and
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CNN’s journalists (anchor Wolf Blitzer,
HOW THE GOP LOOKS MORE LIKE OBAMA ON WAR Dana Bash and guest conservative radio
THANIT THINKS host Hugh Hewitt) established a new gold

standard for asking compelling, issue-

based questions that were debatable. They

never crossed into TV’s gotcha gulch of
tabloid queries that don’t belong.

TV news execs were wrong from the start in assuming the only alternative to a 13-person
debate was to banish some to a separate, way-too-early event. And the Republican Party’s
passive, permissive leaders were way too accepting of what we wound up with. In a July
column, I had suggested an alternative: randomly divide the now 13 candidates into two
groups of six and seven. First, one group debates an issue, then the second group debates it.
They can reorganize into new groups and debate new issues. (Or: Divide the pack into three
smaller groups.) Then the grand finale: A rebuttal round with everyone on stage in one big
panel. Candidates can challenge each other directly about anything said previously — or just
make a final statement.

The best news for all who care about faimess in campaign combat is that in 2016 there will
be two more Republican debates before voting begins. Fox Business Network hosts a Jan. 14
debate before the lowa caucus; ABC News hosts a Feb. 6 debate before the New Hampshire
primary. So there’s still time for TV's news deciders — and Republican National Committee
Chairman Reince Priebus — to finally get it right.

Contact Mr. Schram at martin.schram@gmail.com.
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Lindsey Graham Puts on a Show in Vegas,.

Las Vegas — After dominating the stage with one-liners during a gloomy
undercard debate here, Lindsey Graham told reporters that his low-
polling competitors should drop out of the race — but he insisted that he’s
not going anywhere until the February 9 New Hampshire primary.

Graham used the debate, as well as a marathon question-and-answer
session with reporters afterward, to bash Donald Trump as an unelectable
demagogue doing lasting damage to the Republican party. And while
Graham seemed to acknowledge that he and the other candidates polling
in single digits are actually helping Trump by staying in the race and
slowing the emergence of an alternative, he ruled out an early exit from
the race.

“I think what will happen — in my case, it’s New Hampshire,” Graham
said. “If I can’t do well in New Hampshire, I'll have to reevaluate.” Pressed
on what “well” means, Graham said he has to finish “in the top tier,”
meaning a “top-three or top-four finish.”
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Lindsey Graham Puts on a Show in Vegas,...

— He added, “If I don’t do well in New
Kredittkort - Best | | Hampshire, Il reevaluate and get out
test and help somebody else.”
Bestill i dag! Eff.rente
17,12%, 15.000 0/12 mnd, | His comments came on the heels of a
Totalt 16.323 kr sluggish, nearly two-hour debate
® ° featuring three other candidates —
- Mike Huckabee, Rick Santorum, and
George Pataki — who failed to qualify
for the prime time debate. The session

‘was dominated by talk of terrorism and Trump’s prescription for halting
Muslim immigration into the U.S. The candidates, none of whom are
remotely positioned to capture the GOP nomination, delivered mostly
tired, uninspired performances.

Graham, as he had been in previous undercard debates, was the exception.




image56.png
Lindsey Graham Puts on a Show in Vegas,...

Graham painted With emotion in his voice and visible
himself as the Only disgust on his face when listening to
. his competitors, the South Carolina
personin the race senator reminded viewers that he has
prepared to be a visited the Middle East 36 times and

wartime president' has long called for sending American
troops to the region to combat ISIS.

Touting his own experience as a

military lawyer, Graham painted
himself as the only person in the race
prepared to be a wartime president.

He argued that he belongs on the main debate stage, and he debated as
though he were on it, punching up at candidates polling far ahead of him.

“He does not represent us,” Graham said of Trump, whom the senator
bashed as unprepared and unserious throughout. At one point, after
rebuking the real-estate mogul’s rhetoric, he advised him, “Up your game.”
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Security Through Strength

Strong Leadership for a Secure, Prosperous Nation
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GRAHAM

Secure Our Nation

Prepared to be Commander in Chief on Day One

‘We need a president who is prepared to be Commander in Chief on Day One. Our nation faces grave threats at home and in every
region of the globe. Radical Islam is on the rise, and authoritarian leaders in Russia and China perpetrate their aggressions with
impunity. Our allies distrust us and our enemies have no reason to respect or fear us. We need a president who understands the
complex threats we face, has a clear and coherent strategy for addressing them, and will restore strong American leadership as a
stabilizing force that reduces the chaos and conflict that currently engulf so much of the world. As president, Lindsey Graham would
ensure we have the capability, the capacity, and the will to preserve our security and our values at home and abroad.
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